
We the People of the United States, in order to 
form a more perfect union, establish justice, ensure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the United States of America. – Preamble to the Constitution

James Madison Thomas Jefferson John Adams

George Washington at the Constitutional Convention, 1776

September 17th

Constitution Day 
and Citizenship Day

September 17th has been proclaimed as 

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day. 

To learn more about the U.S. 

Constitution, visit the DoD website at 

http://constitutionday.cpms.osd.mil
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DoD Constitution Website
http://constitutionday.cpms.osd.mil

The happy Union of these States is a wonder; their Constitution a 
miracle; their example the hope of Liberty throughout the world.

- James Madison, Father of the Constitution

“…provide for the common defense…”


